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W H Y  D I D  Y O U  D O  A N
A P P R E N T I C E S H I P ?
I chose to study an Apprenticeship because it gave me the
valuable workplace experience that my university course
did not. I left university with both an undergraduate and
postgraduate degree and found myself to be quite
unemployable. The response I often got was ‘you seem
perfectly capable and intelligent but we expect X years
experience’. Eventually I got fed up with this response and
went to seek an alternative which is where I found my
apprenticeship.

W H A T  L E V E L  A P P R E N T I C E S H I P
A R E  Y O U  S T U D Y I N G ?
I studied an NVQ Level 3 in Business Administration, working for a local
authority.

H O W  H A S  S T U D Y I N G  A N
A P P R E N T I C E S H I P  P R E P A R E D
Y O U  F O R  T H E  W O R L D  O F  W O R K ?
I had previously worked quite a few jobs, primarily in retail so I would
argue that I was already quite prepared. What the apprenticeship gave
me was an incite into the ‘professional’ world. 

D I D  Y O U  E N J O Y  Y O U R
A P P R E N T I C E S H I P ?
I really enjoyed the working aspect of my apprenticeship. I had a great
employer and the team supporting me were great. I will admit that I
found completing the NVQ Level 3 to be my least favourite element of
the apprenticeship, but that wasn’t where the value was for me.

H O W  W A S  T H E  P R O C E S S  O F
A P P L Y I N G /  S T A R T I N G  A N
A P P R E N T I C E S H I P ?
The process was no different to that of a normal job. I went through a 2-
stage interview process where around 50 candidates were competing
for 3 job roles.

“My apprenticeship was a
fairly open book which

focused on the wider role
of business administration.
It’s a fairly broad topic and

can be applied to many
elements of my current

employment. As my
apprenticeship was with a
local authority economic

development team I gained
a lot of experience of

interacting with businesses
which has helped

immensely in my current
role at the Cambridgeshire
Chambers of Commerce.”


