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This open letter has been shared with Andrew Pakes MP, Danielle Daboh MYP, Mayor Paul Bristow, Sam
Carling MP and Cllr Dr Shabina Qayyum.

Dear Peterborough Growth Summit Political Panel Members,

I am writing to thank you for taking part in the political panel at the Peterborough Growth Summit and for
contributing so thoughtfully to what was a highly engaging and well-attended event. The oversubscribed
Summit brought together a broad cross-section of key employers and stakeholders, creating a clear
mandate for open, honest discussion about Peterborough’s growth ambitions.

The insights gathered from the audience during the session were particularly instructive. When asked to
identify the top barriers to growth in Peterborough, businesses highlighted three consistent themes:

o External perception of the city
e A lack of aspiration
e Ongoing planning challenges

In addition, businesses were clear about the key challenges they face day-to-day, citing taxation, access
to talent and labour costs as their most pressing concerns.

Importantly, however, the mood in the room was not one of pessimism. Despite these challenges, 69%
of businesses told us they feel confident or very confident about the future. This confidence is underpinned
by the momentum already building across the city, including the commencement of the Station Quarter
redevelopment and the recent announcement of investment in the Sports Quarter. We also welcome the
joint letter from Mayor Paul Bristow, Andrew Pakes MP and ClIr Dr Shabina Qayyum expressing support
for the establishment of a Mayoral Development Corporation for Peterborough and we would encourage
continued and wider collaboration to help realise its potential.

The Summit demonstrated the value of bringing business and political leadership together. The next step
must be to build on this dialogue. The Chamber will now begin a period of deeper engagement with local
businesses to further explore the issues raised and to identify practical, evidence-led solutions. We are
keen to continue working closely with you and your colleagues as this work develops.

We will look to convene a follow-up meeting with you to turn the Summit’s insights into tangible progress
for Peterborough’s economy. As a trusted convener for more than 100 years, the Chamber stands ready
to lead this next phase of collaboration.

Thank you once again for your contribution and commitment. I look forward to continuing this important
conversation.

Yours sincerely,

Charlotte Horobin
Chief Executive
Cambridgeshire Chambers of Commerce
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